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Your Public or Non-Profit Agency is 
Eligible to Apply

All sizes and types of public and non-profit organizations have been
successful applicants. Counties, cities, school districts, states, special 
districts, and universities are eligible. 

Recent recipients include: Alexandria City Public Schools; Arizona 
State University, BC Housing; California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona; Central Florida Expressway Authority; City of Arlington, 
Texas; City of Memphis; County of Sacramento; Georgia Technology 
Authority; National Joint Powers Alliance; Orange County 
Transportation Authority; Province of Nova Scotia; Santa Rosa Junior 
College, CA; Seattle City Light; State of Delaware; The City of Red 
Deer; Town of Prosper; and The Port Authority of NY & NJ.

You Have to Show Off  
Your Best Practices to Win
The award is received byall that attaina minimum 
score of 100 on a rating of standardized criteria. 
In 2016,203organizations earned the AEP 
Award. In order to receive consideration for the 
award, organizations are required to submit a 
detailed application with supporting documentation.

Application Deadline – May 15, 2017
You can submit the application for the 22nd
Annual Award as early as January 2017.

Submit Online 
www.npiconnection.org

SPONSORS

ASSOCIATE SPONSORS

NPI Webinar
How to Apply 
for the AEP Award

Wed., Feb. 22, 2017 
at 9:00 a.m. PST
(10:00 a.m. MST, 11 
noon CST,
12:00 p.m. EST)  

Register at: 
www.npiconnection.org
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Celebrate the AEP 
Awards at National 
Procurement 
Institute’s 49th 
Annual Conference 
in New Orleans, LA 
Oct. 17-20 2017

Recognition for a Job Well Done!

The Achievement of Excellence in Procurement 
Award (AEP) is earned by public and non-profit 
organizations that obtain a minimum score based on 
standardized criteria. The evaluation criteria are 
designed to measure:
• Innovation
• Professionalism
• Productivity
• Leadership
• e-Procurement

When the program was 
established in 1995 by the 
National Procurement 
Institute, the founders 
identified these five key 
categories as benchmarks 
of procurement excellence.  

Excellence Deserves Recognition!

Promoting your achievements is difficult; however,
with the AEP program, the most prominent professional
procurement associations are recognizing your 
organization’s performance. This program encourages 
the development of excellence as well as continued 
organizational improvement to earn the award annually. 
The evaluation is conducted by an independent 
committee representing all the award sponsors.

  

     

Get Started!

To begin, download the AEP application.  
It is available at www.npiconnection.org

Review the criteria in the application (please note 
changes) and use the self-scoring worksheet to 
determine if your procurement organization meets 
these requirements. Your organization needs to score 
100 points or more to receive the award. It is always 
recommended that you strive for more than 100 
points as many applications have points deducted 
in one or more criteria. It is also recommended that 
you contact a previous winner (a list of all recipients 
is posted on the NPI website) to discuss the 
application process.

Questions may be directed to  
Brian P. Garrity, CPSM, C.P.M., CPPB, Achievement of 
Excellence in Procurement Committee Chair, 
at aep@npiconnection.org
You may also contact any of the AEP Evaluation 
Committee members for additional assistance. 

The application fee for 2017 is $600 for 
nonmembers. Join NPI and the application fee is only 
$400.

The application is due May 15, 2017. It
can take 2 to 3 months to complete the application 
so start soon to give yourself sufficient time.

“ Being a part of the AEP program for the last 21 years has provided 
Denton County immeasurable value and insight into benchmark 
procurement processes, technology and innovations that have resulted 
in benefits for our taxpayers, suppliers and end users. The program has 
been a tool for continuous efficiency and effectiveness improvements. 
Not only has it been a symbol of pride for the Purchasing Department, 
it represents a standard of excellence for the County as it is cited in our 
outstanding bond rating reports and financial records.” 

Beth D. Fleming, CPPO, CPSM, C.P.M., NPI President, 2004-2005;
AEP Committee Chair, 2008-2010; NIGP Member Council 2015

“I am fortunate to have overseen two 
agencies participating in the AEP 
program, The City of Red Deer as a first 
time applicant and 2015 award recipient, 
and the City of Airdrie, 2014 and 2015 
award recipient. As the first time applicant, 
it was a great experience going through 
the application. The questions focused on 
best practices in public procurement such 
as fair and open competition, effective 
and efficient operations, segregation 
between administrative and governing 
bodies, ethics, professional development 
and continuing education. The AEP is 
truly the benchmark for excellence in 
public procurement. It provides an 
extremely valuable tool to monitor 
progress and promotes improvement, 
making subsequent awards as equally 
exciting and motivating as the first. 
This award acknowledges our commitment
to excellence and it is recognized publicly 
through the City Council’s meetings and 
the City’s website. It represents a great 
achievement as well as challenges us to 
improve each year. What makes it
extremely valuable is that it comes from 
peers that are top experts in the public 
procurement field.”   
Jelena Maric CPPO, CIP  
CPPC President and 
Procurement Team Lead 
for the City of Airdrie

Objectives 
The objectives of the AEP 
program are to:

• Recognize organizational
excellence in public and
non-profit procurement

• Encourage the develop-
 ment of efficient and

effective processes

• Provide benchmarks to
monitor progress and
promote continuous
improvement

• Increase awareness of
public procurement
as a profession
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